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Research Trip on Interpreting Slavery in Louisiana 
November 16-19, 2015 • Version November 12, 2015 
Prepared for the Museum Programs Division, James Madison’s Montpelier by Max A. van 
Balgooy and Christian Cotz 

Day	1:	Monday,	November	16,	2015	
Stay at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 2829 Williams Blvd., Kenner (near airport; free airport shuttle, 
restaurant open 6 a.m.-11 p.m.; nearby Brick Oven Café open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.).   

Day	2:	Tuesday,	November	17,	2015	
8:30 a.m. Depart (meet in hotel lobby) 
9:30 a.m. Whitney Plantation (5099 Highway 18, Wallace) (closed on Tuesdays) 
11:30 a.m. Evergreen Plantation (tour departs at 11:30) (4677 Highway 18, Edgard) 
1:00 p.m. Lunch at B&C Seafood Market and Cajun Restaurant, Vacherie 
2:00 p.m. Laura Plantation (2247 Highway 18, Vacherie) 
3:30 p.m. Oak Alley Plantation (3645 Highway 18, Vacherie) 
 
Stay at the Stockade Bed and Breakfast, 8860 Highland Road, Baton Rouge (225-769-7358) 

Day	3:	Wednesday,	November	18,	2015	
9:45 a.m. Depart 
10:00 a.m. West Baton Rouge Museum, 845 N Jefferson Ave, Port Allen  
12 noon Lunch at Court Street Café, West Baton Rouge 
1:00 p.m. Depart 
2:30 p.m. Shadows on the Teche, 317 E Main St, New Iberia 
4:00 p.m. Depart 
7:30 p.m. Drop off rental vehicle and get taxi to New Orleans 
 
Stay at the Hotel Monteleone, New Orleans 

Day	4:	Thursday,	November	19,	2015	
9:00 a.m. Café du Monde (800 Decatur, New Orleans) 
9:50 a.m. Hidden History tour (702 Decatur at Cayenne Gallerie)  
12 noon Lunch (with stop by Hermann-Grima House (820 St Louis St) and Historic New 

Orleans Collection (533 Royal St.)) 
1:00 p.m. National World War II Museum (945 Magazine St, New Orleans) 
 
Stay at the Hotel Monteleone, New Orleans 
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Details 

Day	1	

Whitney	Plantation	
Within the boundaries of the “Habitation Haydel”, as the Whitney Plantation was originally 
known, the story of the Haydel family of German immigrants and the slaves that they held were 
intertwined. In 2014, the Whitney Plantation opened its doors to the public for the first time in 
its 262 year history as the only plantation museum in Louisiana with a focus on slavery.  
Through museum exhibits, memorial artwork and restored buildings and hundreds of first-
person slave narratives, visitors to Whitney will gain a unique perspective on the lives of 
Louisiana's enslaved people. 
 
The Whitney Plantation Historic District is located on a 3,000-foot stretch of the famous, 
historic River Road in St. John the Baptist Parish, Louisiana. Aside from the raised Creole 
main house, originally erected in 1803, the district contains an overseer's house, a rare French 
Creole barn, a manager's house, a plantation store, a two story tall pigeonnier (structures used 
by upper-class French for housing pigeons), and the 1884 Creole and Greek revival style 
Mialaret House, as well as other sites of historic interest. The Creole mansion and 
dependencies are grouped in a cluster, which forms the focal point of the district. Sugarcane 
and rice were the principal crops during the historic period, and Whitney's fields are still 
planted in cane. The district's plantation house is architecturally important statewide as one of 
Louisiana's most important exa.m.ples of Creole architecture. Nationally, the art produced 
within the Whitney Plantation House, including the wall murals dating between 1836 and 1839, 
are important. Whitney's surviving French Creole barn is the last example known to survive in 
the State. 
The plantation that came to be known as Whitney appears to have been founded by A.m.brose 
Haydel. A German, Haydel immigrated to Louisiana with his mother and siblings in 1721 and 
married shortly thereafter. Ambrose Haydel and his wife may have lived on the Whitney land 
tract as early as 1750. By the end of the 18th century, Haydel's sons, Jean Jacques, and 
Nicholas, owned adjoining plantations which included and expanded upon their father's 
original holdings. It was apparently Jean Jacques who built the Whitney main house around 
1790 and expanded it around 1803. In 1820, he sold the property to his sons Jean Jacques, 
Jr., and Marcellin.  
 
5099 Highway 18, Wallace, LA 70049  
Open 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily except Tuesdays • Tours on the hour • $22 pp 

Evergreen	
Evergreen is only one of eight major Greek Revival style plantation houses remaining on the 
historic River Road. Characteristic of these homes, Evergreen's original c. 1790 French Creole 
farmhouse was completely remodeled in 1832 by Pierre C. Becnel. As a result of this expansion, 
the "big house" features stuccoed-brick Doric columns that extend from the ground to the roof 
on the wide double galleries, and boasts two remarkable fanlight doorways at the head and foot 
of the winding double stairway servicing the galleries. Evergreen is significant not only because 
of the existence of its main building along River Road, but also because of the remains of the 
plantation complex. With two pigeonniers (structures used by upper-class French for housing 
pigeons), two garconieries (dwellings for a family’s young boys), a privy, a kitchen, a guesthouse, 
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an overseer's house, and a double row of 22 slave cabins, Evergreen is unique.  Over the 
decades, the most serious change to Evergreen as a plantation complex has been the extensive 
fabric replacement evident in the slave quarters. Some noteworthy original features, such as 
chimneys, shutters, and doors remain, but nearly 150 years of patching, repairs, and 
reconstruction have caused alterations. Today, Evergreen Plantation remains a privately owned, 
working sugar cane plantation.  
 
4677 Hwy. 18, Edgard, LA 70049 
Guided tours at 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 2:00 p.m. daily except Sundays • $20 cash or 
check only (groups smaller than 10 do not need reservations) 

Laura	Plantation	
The plantation is significant for its raised Creole plantation "big house" and its rare collection 
of outbuildings, including six slave quarters, that illustrate the development of a sugar cane 
plantation from the antebellum period well into the 20th century. The land on which Laura 
plantation stands was originally owned by André Neau, who obtained it through a French royal 
land grant in 1755. In the late 1700s, the plantation became the property of the Dupare family 
and was divided between two family members in 1876. The house continued in the hands of 
Dupare heirs until 1891, when Dupare descendant Laura Locoul sold the property to A. Florian 
Waguespack. A condition of the sale was that the plantation and house continue to be called 
"Laura". Constructed c.1820, the main house at Laura has a raised brick basement story and a 
briquette-entre-poteaux (brick between posts) upper floor. The house is special because of its 
Federal style interior woodwork and Norman roof truss. In Louisiana, far more Creole houses 
with Greek Revival woodwork have survived than have those showing Federal influence. One of 
about 15 surviving plantation complexes in the state, Laura might be compared to Whitney or 
Evergreen plantations in St. John the Baptist Parish. 
 
2247 Highway 18, Vacherie, LA 70090  
Guided tours start at 10 a.m. every 40 minutes • $20  

Oak	Alley	Plantation	
At the time Oak Alley was built, the River Region sugar industry was flourishing, and a chain of 
stately plantations and their homes that lined the banks of the Mississippi. Too many of these 
plantation homes since have been devoured by the passage of time, exposure to the elements 
and mankind's struggle to move on, but Oak Alley remains as a testimonial to a bygone era. 
There is a simple authenticity about her grandeur that reassures and frees the mind to 
contemplate and appreciate all facets of her existence. She offers the enchantment of one way 
of life without compromising the significance of another. Here indeed is something for everyone. 
 
In 2011, Oak Alley Foundation's Research and Collections Department embarked on a 2 year 
effort to bring to light the history of Oak Alley's enslaved community. How did they live? Were 
they fa.m.ilies in the modern sense of the word? How were they treated? These were just a few 
of the many questions that had gone unanswered over the years that demanded to be 
addressed. 
 
Today, the history of Oak Alley's enslaved men, women and children take the shape of a 
permanent exhibit. Located on the historic grounds, almost exactly where the original 
community stood, 6 reconstructed cabins give insight into their lives and habits. 4 of the 
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Cabins depict a type of dwelling--a field slave's quarters, a house slave's quarters, a sick house 
and a post-emancipation residence. 2 have been converted to exhibit spaces, inviting visitors to 
understand slave life on a more personal level. Displays here focus on religion, punishment, 
how slaves at Oak Alley were clothed, and the work that consumed their daily lives.  
 
The Civil War Interpretive Exhibit consists of a commanding officer's tent, staffed most days by 
one of our three Civil War interpreters. These interpreters, along with our video kiosk, will 
allow visitors to understand one of the most crucial periods in this nation's history. Enjoy 
small group discussions with one of our Historical Interpreters who are available to answer 
your specific questions.  
 
Admission includes guided tours of the Big House, and self-guided tours of the Historic 
Grounds, "Slavery at Oak Alley" Exhibit, Civil War Encampment, Blacksmith Shop, Sugarcane 
Video and fifteen other exhibits and points of interest 
 
November- February: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday • $20 pp. 

Day	2	

West	Baton	Rouge	Museum	
The museum has a collection of historic structures, which includes the Aillet House, circa 
1830; an Allendale Plantation Cabin, circa 1850; an Allendale Plantation Cabin, circa 1870; an 
Allendale Plantation Cabin, circa 1950; and the Reed Shotgun House, circa 1938. From Slavery 
to Civil Rights is a 2-hour tour designed for middle and high school students. Students take an 
interactive journey learning about plantation life in Louisiana’s sugar country from the 
Antebellum period through the Civil Rights era in the 1960s. Students are immersed in historic 
plantation life as the program. takes them into an Antebellum big house, and into the 
plantation quarters with a period slave cabin (c. 1850), a Reconstruction and Jim Crow-era 
field workers’ cabin, a Civil Rights-era cabin (c. 1960) and concludes in a 20th-century 
plantation store.  
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. • $4 pp. 

Shadows-on-the-Teche	
Located in New Iberia’s Main Street District, set among towering live oak trees draped with 
Spanish moss on the banks of Bayou Teche, The Shadows, built in 1834 for sugar planter 
David Weeks, paints a vivid picture of life for the four generations that made this property their 
home. The first National Trust for Historic Preservation site in the Gulf South, The Shadows is 
a Classic Revival-style home with a Louisiana Colonial floor plan and a garden that is as 
breathtaking as the history preserved here. Fortunately, we not only have the house and the 
historic site, but we also have the Weeks Family Papers, a collection of over 17,000 invoices, 
receipts, business, legal, and personal letters that record joys, sorrows, fears, sickness, 
celebrations, pain, prosperity and poverty, all the emotions and situations of life. Visitor Center. 
 
317 East Main Street • New Iberia, Louisiana 70560 
Open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily, guided tours begin 15 minutes after the hour.  •  $10 pp. 
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Day	3	

Hidden	History	Tours			
Tuesday-Sunday 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. starting at Cayenne Gallerie, 702 Decataur Street. • $20 
pp.  HiddenHistory.us (Leon Waters, manager and descendant) 

Hermann	Grima	House		
Built in 1831 by a German Jewish immigrant, Samuel Hermann, the Hermann-Grima House is 
one of the most significant residences in New Orleans. The early decades of the 1800s were 
considered the Golden Age of our city—an era of wealth, prosperity, and lavish lifestyles, which 
drew people from all over the world with dreams and goals of financial opportunity and success 
in a sophisticated and cosmopolitan city. The Hermann family flourished during this Golden 
Age. However, after an economic downturn, the Hermanns declared bankruptcy and were 
forced to sell their property. 

Historic	New	Orleans	Collection:		
Tues-Sun 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 533 Royal Street. Has “Creole Cottage,” an 1830 duplex at the 
rear of the lot, now used for exhibition preparation department. 

National	World	War	II	Museum	
The National WWII Museum, formerly known as the National D-Day Museum, is a museum 
located in the Central Business District of New Orleans, Louisiana, at the corner of Andrew 
Higgins Boulevard and Magazine Street.  Exhibits, 4D Theater, interactive exhibit on 
submarine, films, “Behind the Lines” tours on Friday ($345 pp) 
 
945 Magazine St, New Orleans, LA 70130 • Restaurant (11a.m.-8p.m.) 
Open 9-5 Daily • $24-29 pp 

Southern	Food	and	Beverage	Museum	
A nonprofit living history organization dedicated to the discovery, understanding and 
celebration of the food, drink and the related culture of the South. While based in New Orleans, 
the Museum examines and celebrates all the cultures that have come together through the 
centuries to create the South’s unique culinary heritage. SoFAB also hosts special exhibits, 
demonstrations, lectures and tastings that showcase the food and drink of the South.  In the 
process of restoring the Rosette Rochon House at 1515 Pauger Street, to tell the story of free 
people of color and their life in New Orleans. Marie Louise Rose “Rosette” Rochon operated 
several culinary businesses that included grocery stores and a butcher shop. 
 
1609 Oretha C. Haley Blvd, New Orleans, LA 70113 
Thursday through Monday, 11:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. • $10 pp 
Take the St. Charles Streetcar line to Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and walk three blocks 
to Oretha C. Haley Boulevard. 
 
 


